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Slaves to Chocolate, Slaves of Chocolate

Americans spend 13 billion dollars a year on chocolate goods. 43% of the cocoa beans used to make chocolate come from the Ivory Coast alone. There, over 600,000 farms are dedicated to growing cocoa beans to satiate the world’s addiction to chocolate. Approximately 15,000 people run these farms. (Chocolate and Slavery). In payment for their strenuous labor, they are beaten, starved, and locked away from the rest of the world. These people are slaves of chocolate, to suit the people throughout our world who are slaves to chocolate and can’t live without it. 


The movie Chocolate- Not So Sweet After All, addresses this issue. Statistics are given as well as first-hand accounts by slaves. The information is very credible and is presented in a professional manor. It is also very persuasive, convincing the viewer of the hopelessness, pain, and joy these people feel. In a way it is also entertaining, keeping the viewer’s attention and making him/her want to keep watching to find a happy ending. There is very little music, but this adds to the gravity of the information that is being given, drawing the viewer into the movie. The accounts given by the freed slaves, along with the pictures and demonstrations by them, is not only touching, but strikes the viewer with the reality of this problem like a slug to the stomach.


By definition, something that is informative provides useful information. The information can be used later in any number of ways, such as helping inform others. This video was very informative. It gave statistics, like how much chocolate is consumed in England alone and the number of farms and slaves in the Ivory Coast. Along with statistics, it provided facts about the issue of human trafficking, the illegal practice of luring unknown people, generally women and children, away from their homes and families and selling them for labor or other deplorable business (Chocolate and Slavery), and slaves on cocoa farms. The video leaves the viewer feeling enlightened and able to share this information to help others understand about this topic.

For information to be useful to the user, it must be credible. If information is given that is not credible, then it is of no use to the person learning it. The information must have proof of its truthfulness, creating facts that viewers can take and share with others and help them become more educated and aware of problems in our world today and how to fix them. 

This video did provide credible information. Although the problem with human trafficking and slave labor might be new information to some, it has in fact been known for as long as eight years, but by very few people. This is not a new crisis, although it has taken years to be heard. The facts and statistics provided were correct and up to date and thus credible to the viewer. 


Along with being credible, the video was very persuasive. To persuade is to convince someone, through reasoning, of a subject or point of view being made. A good movie will persuade the viewer to believe in the subject that is being presented, whether it is credible or not. It will use all the resources it has, music, footage, and/or narration, anything needed to convince the viewer to take his/her perspective. 

This video convinces the viewer of the truthfulness and tragedy of this dilemma. While there is little music throughout the movie, the footage of these people, with the painful memories in their eyes and scars on their backs constantly reminding them of all they have been through, does all that is needed to sear the truth into the viewer’s heart. Shocking at first, the viewer is left to ponder and rethink his/her position and wonder why he/she has never heard of this heart-wrenching predicament.

Since the beginning of the movie industry, movies have been about entertainment. They provide an escape from the turmoil we call life. However, this magnificent source can also be used to inform, providing education or novelty. Even though information may be provided to educate, the movie maintains the entertainment part through music and footage. Although it doesn’t provide enjoyment or amusement, it does keep the viewer’s attention and educates them on the subject being presented.

There is little music in the video, but the sounds are abundant. The video begins with pictures of cocoa farms. The viewers’ senses are bombarded by color and sound. For instance, there is a part in the movie when the freed slaves tell their tale. The movie shows the scars on their backs. The contrast between white scars on dark skin is powerful. The effect goes further when one young man demonstrates how they were beaten. The sound of the belt lashing makes the viewer wince inside as the imagination paints the description of the sounds.

 There is a bit of narration at the beginning that provides information about the topic that is being addressed. Then it moves on to showing pictures of the slaves themselves. The different views given of these people along with their personal answers to questions makes the movie much more interesting as well as credible. 

This video was very professional and informative, providing the viewer new and credible information. Because the subject is uncommon, it is interesting and entertaining, providing the viewer with new material to ponder. The information and footage given in the video are powerful and persuasive, convincing the viewer to take action. The subject material was touching and thought provoking to the viewer, making him/ her rethink some things about how much goes in to making chocolate and if he/she are willing to do something, or sit back and ignore it as they munch on their chocolate bar.
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